
September 19, 1973 

Mr. William Austin 
Doubleday dcoqaap Inc. 
277 Par&Avenus 
Wcrv York, Hew York 10017 

Dear Mr. Austin, 

Thank you for your letter of September 17th concerning my 
introduction to Joseph w's “Morality and Genetic Control". 

I, of course, understand that the special relationship of this 
writing to Dr. Fletcher's book argues against my own customary insistencs 
on reserviug all the rights to my own fatsllectud production8 that are 
not easeatial for a given publishing project. I. have been coucerned for 
some tlae that the customary contracts are generally unfair to authors 
with remet to the disposition of possible future gains but this is 
hardly the place to persevsrs inmy private cmnpaign. Letmstryto 
spell out what my specific concems might be and ask you to put them in 
language appropriate to a contract, and I hope consistent with your own 
needs. I bad anticipated mpoesibilitias for the use of this writing in 
other contexts. leither of thsm is very probable but I thought It important 
for obvious reasons of prudence to take tha into account. 

1. A comprehestslve collection of my own writings on various subjects, 
which aigbt help to display the evolution of my critical thought on just 
such mattms as are the subject of Dr. Bletcher's book. 

2. The rcrworki.ng of perhaps a page or so of the ssm kind of arguments 
for other articles. Since I would hardly want to capitalize 0x1 the 
introduction having bees embedded in a fine work by another author, a 
anticipated reworking that I can now imagine would be so exteuslve that 
it probably would not be in conflict with the rights you would retain. 
I do not see bow either of these projects could be ia conflict with the 
pronmtion of Dr. Fletcher's book; rather to the contrary, they would be 
more than likely to help advertise it. 

I guers them ray f0rm.l concern really centers ouly on number 1. 
If you can give me sme assurance that there would be no substantial 
impediment,on your part to such a project, I would be more than pleased 
to proceed. 

I have spent many hours in critical review of this manuscript 
and I would hardly believe that I am asking an easorbitaut fee. 

Sincerely yours, 

JLfrr 

Joshua Lederberg 
Profmsor of Gemtics 


